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‘Do something religious!

Perhaps you know the story told by Bob Hope, the American comedian. He’s on a plane
when it’s struck by lightning. The passengers begin to panic and one turns to him and says,
‘Do something religious!” ‘So | did’, he said, ‘l took a collection!” Why? Because our churches
often appear to be only concerned with money even though Jesus himself said, “Our Father
in heaven will give good things to those who ask him” (Matthew 7:11) and Paul was
confident that “my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).

So while recognising that the ordained ministry has to be paid for, and places of worship
provided for, it could be that many churches have lost sight of what they are called to be and
to do (Mark 11:15-18). After all, Jesus’ final command to those who believed in him was
simply to “Go to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples and teach them to
obey everything | have commanded you” (Matthew 28:16-20).

But what are the distinctive characteristics of a disciple of Christ? The answer to that can be
found in Acts Chapter 2 verses 37-47 where we read that they “devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” In other



words, they believed the Good News about Jesus. They turned away from their sins
(repented), committed themselves to Christ (were baptised) and received God’s gift, the
Holy Spirit. So there was Bible teaching and Bible reading (John 8:31), sacrificial Christ-like
concern for one another, worship (Hebrews 10:23-25) and prayer (Acts 1:14). These are
what distinguished those first Christians and “every day the Lord added to their group those
who were being saved”.

So was Bob Hope right? For a Christian the answer is surely ‘no’, because all Christian giving
is first and foremost a response to God’s incredible gift of himself to us (2 Corinthians 8:5
John 3:16) for at it’s heart Christianity is neither a ritual nor a religion. Rather it is a
relationship in which by grace (Ephesians 2:8) we become God’s children (Romans 8:14-17)
and God becomes our Father (Matthew 6:9). Therefore, when our priorities are right, God’s
provision will follow.

So — do something religious? No. Instead, says Jesus, we are to “believe in the one whom
God has sent” (John 6:28-29).

Charles

Readers for September
September 3rd  12th after Trinity

Mothers’ Union Romans 12:9-21
Celebrant Matthew 16:21 — end
September 10th  13th after Trinity Education Sunday

Romans 13:8 - end
Matthew 18:15-20

September 17th  14th after Trinity All Age Worship
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

September 24th  15th after Trinity

A Smith Philippians 1:21-end

Celebrant Matthew 20:1-16
October I1st  16th after Trinity

Mothers’ Union Philippians 2:1-13

Celebrant Matthew 21:23-32

Please keep on saving your loose change for Missions.
Thank you

Hilda

Christianity Explored

‘Christianity Explored’ is an introduction to Jesus that is grounded in Mark’s Gospel. Over
seven sessions we will consider the identity, mission and call of Jesus: who he is, what he
achieved, and how he calls us to respond. Since its first publication in 2001, Christianity
Explored has reached hundreds of thousands of people across the world, and has been
translated into more than 30 languages.

If you would like to learn more, or be reminded of things you already know, then the first
meeting will be at The Vicarage on Wednesday 13" September at 7pm. Therefore, if you



would like to explore the life of the person at the heart of the Christian faith have a word with
Charles (01254 491464) as together we consider what makes Christianity “Good News”.
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Alan Bibby

We would like to express our grateful thanks to family, friends and neighbours for the
wonderful support we received during Alan’s illness and for the many messages of sympathy

on his death.

Bless you all,

Barbara, Louise & Chris Bibby

St Mary’s Church, Mellor

You are warmly invited to an informal evening of

53 Praise and Worship J3

1% Sunday of every month at 4 pm

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!




Vision 2026

2026 marks the 100™ anniversary of the creation of the Diocese of Blackburn and to
celebrate that, after a great deal of prayer, reflection and consultation, the Diocese has
developed a shared vision entitled *Healthy Churches Transforming Communities’. In order to
achieve this goal the Diocese desires to make the Good News about Jesus Christ more widely
known and encourages every church to work together to fulfil that vision. In particular we are
to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ, Be Witnesses to Jesus Christ and Grow Leaders for Jesus
Christ. As part of this strategy we are encouraged to ‘create the varied patterns of Sunday
and weekday worship necessary to welcome all kinds of people, especially the newcomer’.

St. Mary’s PCC has chosen to respond positively to this, taking into account the results of a
recent church Questionnaire. The PCC has therefore agreed to a slightly revised pattern of
9:30am services, beginning in September. This pattern has the support of the Archdeacon
and our prayer is that it will help us to ‘welcome all kinds of people, especially the newcomer’
to St Mary'’s.

1st and 4th Sunday Choral Communion
2nd Sunday Family Communion
3rd Sunday All Age Worship

1% Sunday in the month at 4pm, an informal service of praise and worship with an emphasis
on contemporary worship hymns and songs.

OUR DIOCESAN PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we embrace Your call for us to make disciples, to be witnesses and to grow
leaders. Give us the eyes to see Your vision, ears to hear the prompting of Your Spirit and
courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Mothers Prayers

In this age of every-increasing pressures and problems I’m sure all of us with children
(whether young or grown up) are increasingly concerned for them and their future. This is
why Mothers Prayers was conceived in 1995 by two grandmothers, and it has now spread to
many countries throughout the world.

Every Thursday we will be meeting at The Vicarage to pray for our children. This is open to
anyone from whatever denomination, church background or none. If you would like to know
more, and can meet on a regular basis, please do contact me, Cathryn Jefferson (491464).
Further details can be found on www.motherprayers.org

Gospel Shaped Living

How should Christians live? The church of Jesus Christ should be a distinctive community of
God’s people — but how different are we, really, from the rest of the world?

Over seven weeks we will untangle some of the false ideas and traditions that have shaped
church life in the past, and discover together the more deeply challenging picture of the
Christian life that emerges from Scripture.

The series will consider Your Church: A Light in the Darkness, A United Church in a Divided
World, A Serving Church in a Selfish World, A Generous Church in a Stingy World, A
Truthful Church in a confused World, A Joyful Church in a Suffering World and How to be
the Church in the World.

The first meeting will be at The Vicarage on Tuesday September 12" at 2pm, and if you
would like to know more please contact Charles (01254 491464).



http://www.motherprayers.org/

CHURCH OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING

St Mary’s will be open every Wednesday morning
from 9.30 to 10.30.
Between 9.30 and 10 there will be an opportunity to pray specifically for the mission and
ministry of the benefice, our country and the wider world. Anyone is warmly welcome to join
us during this time.

Pam’s Paper Blog:

It’s very easy to forget that Jesus spent longer as a carpenter than he did as a minister.
Often in paintings and sculpture we see a beautiful, smooth skinned young man who
represents Jesus. Yet its farmer’s hands that would be nearer the mark. Jesus would have had
the practised eye of the craftsman and all that work shaping and fashioning wood would have
taken its toll on his hands.

Jesus grew up in the Greek Roman world with its contempt for manual labour; as our
modern society does today. But within the Jewish community manual work was seen
differently. It was honoured because God commanded us to work as part of creation.
Amongst the Jews contempt for manual labour was seen as part and parcel of being a heathen
and it was considered a religious duty to teach your child a trade.

Yet getting your hands dirty isn’t something we particularly associate with Christians.
At the end of the 19" century there was the rise of the labour movement and some of those
early leaders were Christian. George Lansbury came from a job as a coal heaver- unloading
coal from barges-he worked his way up through the union movement and eventually was
elected to parliament as part of the Labour Party. He became a member of the cabinet and
leader of the opposition but not at the same time! He is accredited with opening up the parks
in London so that working class people could use them when they had some time for
recreation.

His political career was fuelled by his socialist opinions and his Christian faith. For
many people of this period socialism was simply faith in action but it isn’t today. Today
many politicians have a humanist feel rather than a faithful feel and MP’s struggle to work in
parliament when they have a strong faith as their principles are often seen as narrow
mindedness. The Christian Institute is a lobbying group who question those in the public eye
to justify their position. http://www.christian.org.uk/

How we work is of as much importance as what we do. George Lansbury worked
hard; inspired by God’s word he worked on behalf of the poor. He was a man’s man, who
spoke his mind but whose heart was sound. Our work, manual or not, should likewise be done
with a conscious awareness that God is part of what we do and watching how we do it.

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God'’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Hebrew 4: 13.

Pam Daunton

*Praise and Worship*

We want to say how much we thoroughly enjoyed and benefitted from this service at St.
Mary's on Sunday 2nd July. Not having been in the church for some time, we were
immediately struck by how clean, fresh and welcoming it now is. Our thanks to everyone who
has been involved in this transformation!

People just kept arriving, young and not-so-young and families. We know there were people
there from Mellor, Balderstone, Samlesbury, Methodists and St. Gabriel's and, perhaps, more
besides.

Most of the hymns and songs were contemporary and many of them were clearly familiar to
some members of the congregation. Some, like the 23rd Psalm, were set to a less familiar


http://www.christian.org.uk/

tune. Some were joyful, others more contemplative. All had power and meaning and lovely
melodies. As Rev'd Charles said, in the 18th century Charles Wesley used his God-given
talents to compose hymns that we still sing and in the 21st century Stuart Townend and many
others are doing exactly the same, for young and old alike, and hopefully to be part of praise
and worship for many years to come.

At the end of the service, we spoke to a young couple who had seen the church door open and
had just come in to see what was happening. They then said how much they had enjoyed the
evening and were already looking forward to the next occasions. Their comments were
echoed by so many others.

Our thanks to Charles and Cath for putting together such a happy and meaningful service. Our
thanks also, on behalf of everyone, to Debbie Chadwick who so generously provided the
Pimms and lemonade in celebration of this lovely occasion!

Jim and Sue

A Parishioner’s Reply to the article on the web site

- on behalf of the 30+ members of the Church cleaning team who week by week
endeavour to keep the church clean and tidy, the band of flower arrangers who
ensure that the displays are fresh each week, the members of the PCC responsible
for arranging the new lighting in church and the redecorating of the sanctuary walls
(paid for by an anonymous donation) which all help to keep the church looking
"clean, fresh and welcoming" .... It is good to read that our efforts are appreciated...
Thank you...

Ps The frequently changed flower containers at the front door, the regular mowing of
the churchyard and the improvements to the sound system all help, too..

Mellor St. Mary C. E. Primary School News

End of Year Newsletter
Dear Parents,

Y6 Charity Day £251.05

A great big thank you to everyone who supported the Y6 charity non uniform and cake sale.
An impressive £251.05 was raised and will go to support babies born with congenital heart
conditions. Thank you Niamh and Scarlett for organising the event.

Annual Awards:
Our annual awards for the Year 2016/17 were presented to :

War Memorial Scholarship and Mary Burgess Fund Elspeth Ambler

The Gill Award for Mathematics Lucy Taylor
Progress Trophy Alisha Lehner
Hilton Award for Effort Aysha Namaji
Baldwin Shield for all round achievement Emilia Dunn
Parkinson Shield for all round achievement William Joyce
Parish Council Golden Jubilee Writing Award Zara Bedford
White R.E. Award Kate Schofield
Stephen Tipper Musical Achievement Award Edward Lee
Adelaide Louisa Bibby Citizenship Award Ellie Taylor
Thomas Hetherington-Fogg Memorial Award Rose Best
Taylor Team Trophy Sing Up Choir
Boothman Art Trophy Abigail Cotton

Deborah Mae Smith Progress Award (Key Stage 1)
Gorman Attendance Award (Year 5)

Florence Adams
Zara Bedford
Abigail Cotton



Emily Guilfoyle

Ellie Pemberton

Jay Venables
The Perry Trophy for team points Team FIRE with 5808 points

Attendance Certificates for 100% attendance throughout the year
were awarded to 35 pupils (24 pupils in 2015/16)

Writing Progress Awards Foundation Stage Aaliyah Shigri
Year One Kali and Maya Nelson
Year Two Eliza Tattersall
Year Three Lucy Taylor
Year Four Tobi Birch
Year Five Samantha Woolnough
Year Six Fergus Scott

Cross- curricular Awards Foundation Stage Henry Adams
Year One George Wardleworth
Year Two Scarlett Venables
Year Three Juliet Roundell
Year Four Muhammed Karbhari
Year Five Alex Warner
Year Six Millie Waddicor

Our new TA3 appointment to EYFS/Y1.

We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Devine as our new TA3 in KS1. Mrs
Devine is a qualified and experienced infant teacher who has worked in EYFS, Y1 and Y2 in
a number of settings. She is eager and ready to join our team and is looking forward to
developing our new EYFS/Y1 environments, curriculum and practice.

New room for Pre School and After School Club

Mrs Hetherington-Fogg’s Pre School and After School Clubs will be relocating to the current
Year 4/5 classroom (Mrs McGurty’s). Children will need to be dropped off and picked up
from the outside classroom door. This is positioned on the playground side of school directly
after the covered play area.

Mrs Holroyd’s breakfast club is not moving at present, so please continue to use the existing
arrangements when we return to school on the 4th September. There are plans however, to
relocate this to another classroom to ensure easier and safer parental access. Mrs Holroyd will
keep people informed of when this move takes place.

Classroom reorganisation

There have been two room changes in school ready for September. Class 1 (EYFS/Y1) are
now located in Mrs Oddie’s old Y2 room. This is in order to create an Infant department. New
Class 4 (Year 4/5) have moved into the current Reception Classroom space. All other
classrooms remain the same. In terms of dropping off and collecting after school, children
will still be asked to line up on the yard in the morning and then brought out to parents at the
end of the day. The only exception for collection at the end of the day is Class 1 (EYFS/Y1)
who will be collected directly from their classroom external door.

Mrs J.EmbleyPeers (Headteacher)

Invitations
-from
St Leonard the Less Samlesbury

Sunday 10th Sept, Preston NFU Ladies invites everyone to a church service at Samlesbury at
7pm and warmly invites you to join them for supper at the Memorial Hall after the service.



-from
St Leonard’s Balderstone
You are warmly invited to join us for our Harvest Supper on

Thursday 28th September.
The service in church is at 7.30pm followed by the supper in school.

All welcome

To the parishioners of St Mary's, Mellor

Mike and | wish to thank you all for the huge number of expressions of gratitude,
cards and beautiful gifts which we received when we left. Your welcome and
kindness over the last three years have been so encouraging to us. | have enjoyed
singing in such a wonderful acoustic building to such an appreciative audience. |
know that Mike loved playing the organ at Mellor and we both enjoyed working with
the choir,

We wish you well for the future.

Mike and Liz Wilcock

Little Angels

We begin our 20™ year of ‘Little Angels’ with a meeting on Tuesday, 28" September at
2.15pm in the Narthex.

All little ones and whoever loves and cares for them are most welcome to come along for an
hour of fun and friendship

FOSMS (Friends of St Mary’s School)
Working Together

FOSMS Masquerade Ball — Saturday 21 October 2017 7PM till late

Fancy a glamorous night out? Well join us at the fund raising FOSMS masquerade ball at The
Samlesbury Hotel, drinks on arrival and three course meal for just £30 per person. There will
be a disco, table games and a great opportunity to get to know other parents and the wider
Mellor community. Event is open to everyone!

Tickets are now available from the school office (term time only). Please buy tickets early to
avoid disappointment.

Thank you for all the kind donations made by friends and family and the effort and hard work
given by the FOSMS team without whom t hese

Thank you,
Seema Chudasama
FOSMS Secretary
From The Reqgisters
Communicants Collections

Jun 25 56 389.60
July 2 56 422.70
July 9 34 ?

July 16 30 254,81

fund
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July 23 60 693.00

Aug 6 75 789.78
Aug 13 30 210.56

Wedding
We ask for God’s Blessing

Peter & Ruth Metcalfe
Euneral

We commend to God’s care

Alan Peter Bibby

MELLOR VILLAGE SHOW

IN
Mellor Village Hall

on
Sunday 3rd September 2017
2.00 pm to 4.00 pm

Come along and enjoy the exhibits of Flowers & Plants, Foliage & Flower
Arrangements, Fruit & Vegetables, Photography, Crafts, Children's Crafts.

New this year- award for 'People’s Choice'

Refreshments available, including
home made cakes.

Adults £1.00: Children Free
(Any enquiries please tel: 07812 376958)

Recycled Cards

Most recent donations include 2 x £50 to East Lancashire Hospice

supporting Alannah’s Starlight Memory Walk
in memory of Alan Bibby

The Card Ladies

JUNIOR CHURCH

Dates

10™ Sept — in church Family Communion — see below.
17" Sept — All Age Worship — in church



24" Sept — in school.

You may have read in the magazine that some of our services are changing.
In view of this the needs of our families and children have also been reviewed.
We understand how precious family time is and research shows that being
part of a |l oving faith community i

self - esteem. It is no secret that many churches, including ours, are struggling
to attract young people, so we hope to move into autumn with some ideas to
help.

The first change, starting this month, is that each 2" Sunday will be a family
communion. This is a non-choral service, but still with hymns and songs. The
Junior church will meet IN CHURCH for the start of the service. We will then
leave the congregation and have our Junior church activities in the Narthex,
returning later in the service to share what we have done. We hope that
parents will want to stay for the service and feel that it is part of their weekend
family time, but the Junior team will be in the Narthex to greet any children
whose parents don’t come, as al ways

More developments on the way — keep watching this space!

Vision Youth Group

6where there is no vision th
Proverbs 29:18 .
Meet in church  Friday 29" September ~ 7.30pm — 9pm

All are welcome from school year 6 upwards.
£1 entry

This month — thinking about the autumn term.

Mothers’ Union

We had an excellent meeting in August in the Narthex. Our speaker Judith Scott informed and
entertained us with stories of ‘Life Inside’.

We meet again on Tuesday 12" September for an Autumn Meal (a month earlier than usual)
at the Millstone. The cost of the meal (with choices) including coffee is £17 — please speak to
Pam or Christine re your choice of menu with payment before 5" September.

The Whalley Deanery Prayer Evening is to be held at Balderstone on Wednesday, 27"
September NOT 4™ OCTOBER as originally planned, | do hope most of us will be able to

go.
We send our love and best wishes to Roslyn Jessop and hope she will be back home soon.

Margaret Ashton

Social Committee News

It seems a long time since we held the 10" Church BBQ on another damp evening in July.
However it was a most enjoyable occasion and raised £1,278.18 for Church Funds. Thank you
to all who helped in any way - but especially to Alan & Maureen Bell who bravely opened
their home to the crowd!

Dates for your diary:-

BIG BAND NIGHT - saturday, 21* October at the Canberra Club.

S benef

e peopl



With the theme — Saturday Night at the Movies — which leaves lots of scope for those who
like to dress up — just come as your favourite character from any film!

Dancing to Nostalgia Swing Band. Tickets including hot supper only £10 — tickets available
for this popular night out from the Social Committee soon.

AUTUMN FAY RE - Saturday, 11™ November in school from 11.00am — 1.00pm

THE VILLAGE QUIZ — Friday, 9" February 2018 in school

St Mary’s Social & Fund Raising Committee

William Byrdds Psalms and sonnets (1F¢
Reasons briefely set downe by th'author, to perswade every one to learne to sing.
First, it is a knowledge easely taught and quickly learned, where there is a good Master, and
an apt Scholler.

2 The exercise of singing is delightfull to nature, & good to preserve the health, of
Man.
3 It doth, strengthen all parts of the brest, & doth open
the pipes,
4 It is a singular good remedy for a stutting and stamming in the  speech.
5 It is the best meanes to procure a perfect pronounciation, & to make a good Orator.
6 It is the onely way to know where Nature hath bestowed the benefit of a good voyce:

which gift is so rare, as there is not one among a thousand, that hath it: and in many,
that excellent guift is lost because they want art to express Nature.

7 There is not any Musicke of Instruments whatsoever, comparable to that which is
made of the voyces of Men, where the voyces are good, and the same well sorted and
ordered.

8 The better the voyce is, the meeter it. is to honour and serve God there-with: and the

voyce of man is chiefly to bee employed to that ende.
Omnis spiritwus Laudet Dominum.

Since singing is so good a thing,
| wish all men would learne to sing.

Thank You

Have you noticed how bright the entrances and Narthex are? They have needed
repainting for quite some time and this now has been done so thank you Revd
Charles, who did the majority of the painting, and your helpers for all your hard work.

Debbie Chadwick

Diary for September

September 3rd 12" after Trinity
9.30 Choral Communion
Canon John Hartley

September 5th
9.30 Holy Communion
The Vicar



September 10th 13th after Trinity
Education Sunday

9.30 The Vicar
September 12th
9.30 Holy Communion
The Vicar
7.30 Mothers’ Union Meal
September 17th 14th after Trinity
All Age Worship
9.30 The Vicar
September 19th
9.30 Holy Communion
The Vicar
September 24th 15th after Trinity
9.30 Choral Communion

Rev’d Gary Hunt

September 26th

9.30 Holy Communion
The Vicar
2.15 ‘Little Angels’
September 29th
7.30 Vision
October1st 16th after Trinity
9.30 Choral Communion

Canon John Hartley

Christian Stewardship
Recorder Eileen Peake 813654
Gift Aid Secretary Helen Adams 813108
Electoral Roll Officer
Graham Tipper 813565
Deanery Synod
Sue Gill 812928 Debbie Chadwick 812091
Sunday School
Debbie Chadwick and for Vision 812091
Vision (Formally Youth Fellowship)
Debbie Chadwick 812091
Little Angels
Margaret Baldwin 812360 Rita Gorman 812566
Children’s Society
Debbie Chadwick 812091
Social & Fund Raising Committee
Rita Gorman, Debbie Summersgill, Jessica Hayes
John Hartley, Roland Nicholson, Alan Smith, Mark Smith
Magazine
ritagorman@tiscali.co.uk
Editors Rita Gorman Ron Hak
Advertising Rita Gorman 812566
Distribution Alan & Barbara Smith



St Mary’s C.E. Primary School

Headteacher Mrs Joanne Embley-Peers 812581

Clerk to the Governors Mrs Pat Cooper

Site Supervisor M. Venables

Friends of St Mary’s School (FOSMYS)

Zohra Nisar (zohranisar@icloud.com) and Scott Hellier
Mothers’ Union Altar Flowers

Margaret Ashton 812616 Joan Moss 813581
Rainbows Lynn Fish (Wren)
Guides Helen Adams Phone 813108

Email helendentith@btinternet.com

Police

PCSO Caroline Pemberton

Tel 01200 458766 (Voicemail)
Churchyard

Chris Wilson Rob Cooper Tom Shaw

Stewart Woodward Bernard Whalley Gordon Hayes

Volunteers still required




