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Calendar for May
May 1 6th Sunday of Easter
10.30 Parish Communion
(Rev’d Enid Briggs)
12.00 Baptism
6.30 Evensong
(Sister Sue)
May 3 9.30 Holy Communion
(Canon John Hartley)
May 8 7th Sunday of Easter
10.30 Parish Communion
( Canon John Hartley)
6.30 Evensong
(Mrs Christine Ritson)
May 10 9.30 Holy Communion

(Rev’d Roland Nicholson)
7.30 Mothers’ Union



May 13-15 EXHIBITION of ART
May 15 Pentecost
10.30 Parish Communion
All Age Worship
(Archdeacon Mark)

4.30 Songs of Praise
(Rev’d Roland Nicholson)
May 17 9.30 Holy Communion
(Rev’d Gary Hunt)
May 20 7.30 — 9pm Vision
May 22 Trinity Sunday
10.30 Parish Communion
(Rev’d Roland Nicholson)
6.30 Evensong
(Mrs Christine Ritson)
May 24 9.30 Holy Communion
(Rev’d Dr John Darch)
May 24 2.15 ‘Little Angels’
May 29 1st Sunday after Trinity
10.30 Parish Communion
(Canon John Hartley)
12.00 Baptism
6.30 Holy Communion
(Rev’d Roland Nicholson)
May 31 9.30 Holy Communion

Rev’d David Kennedy

Dear Friends

“The road goes ever on and on down from the door where it began. And far ahead
the road has gone, and | must follow if | can”

J. R. Tolkien in his epic works about Middle Earth placed these words in the mouths
of his two hero Hobbits, Bilbo and Frodo Baggins. | have always thought that they
express something of Tolkien’s understanding of his deep Christian faith as his tale
about the adventures of the Hobbits are enclosed within a journeying motif. On the
one hand the physical journey of the characters as they play their individual parts,
and on the other, the greater journey of the tale itself which stretches from the
beginning of time and on into the unknowable future. Journeys and pilgrimages
have long been ways in which Christians describe their understanding of their
discipleship in remembrance of Jesus’ words to the fishermen — “Follow me!”

The faith pilgrimage can take many forms. Sometimes it can mean an inward
spiritual pilgrimage; then again it can be a way of describing our living out of our
faith throughout the ordinary daily round; and sometimes it can mean an actual
physical journey for a limited time or to a new calling elsewhere. However we
interpret it is a significant part of the Christian understanding that there is a good
deal more to life and being a Christian than appears on the surface. Listening and
obeying the words of Jesus “Follow me!” is a truly life, and heart, changing
experience.

Over the past three years we have all been on the journey of our own individual
pilgrimages and our corporate pilgrimage together as a United Benefice. As with all
journeys there have been times when we have moved along smoothly and there
have been times when the journey has been unsettling and challenging. That journey
continues. As the United Benefice enters into a new stage of the journey it is



important that the challenges of being God’s church in this place and being faithful
witnesses of the Gospel be faced and necessary changes made in order that Jesus
command to “make disciples of all nations...” be fulfilled.

The silver lining of being ill over these last weeks has meant | have had the
opportunity to ponder on my own pilgrimage and have come to realise that for me
that means an actual as well as spiritual journey. That has not been an easy decision
to make and will mean some drastic changes as we believe that we as a Religious
Community are being called to lay down paid employment and live by faith in order
to develop a new ministry and open a small house of prayer where people can come
for times of quiet space, prayer, or short retreats. We would greatly value your
prayers for this project which will be based in the village of Tunstall situated just
north of Lancaster and about 4 miles from Kirby Lonsdale. We would be more than
delighted to welcome you to St. Joseph’s House at any time.

As the United Benefice steps out into the new phase in your pilgrimage together
there will be changes, small and large, exciting and unsettling, welcome and
unwelcome. And it will be important that all these changes are grounded in prayer
and openness to God’s prompting. After all it is God’s church and God’s mission and
God’s plan for the future. When | came to serve as your Vicar | strongly believed that
this was God’s calling —and | have never doubted that belief. My time here has been
shorter than | first envisioned but | am glad that | followed the call and am truly
grateful for all the love and friendship | have experienced here and | shall continue to
hold you in my thoughts and prayers.

“Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; | am the Lord your God,
who teaches you for your own good, who leads you in the way you should go.”
[Isaiah 48, 17].

With every blessing for the future pilgrimage
Sister sue.

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU
To everyone who has sent Get Well cards and Letters over the last few
weeRs, They have really cheered me!

WITH MANY PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS
Sister Sue

Church Rotas March
Sidespersons

Morning Evening
May 1st  JMoss P Webster N Hogg
May 8th G Tipper C Davis N Walsh
May 15th N Walsh M Hodson
May 22nd A Bibby P Cowell G Tipper
May 29th G Calvert P Hughes S Nelson

Assistant Wardens
May 1st Derek Haworth Dorothy Walsh




May 8th

May 15th Marilyn Watson Debbie Chadwick
May 22nd Debbie Summersgill  Rita Gorman
May 29th
Chalice Servers Intercessor
May 1st Linda Livesey & Rita Gorman Frank Ashton
May 8th Eileen Peake & Rita Gorman Geoff Gill
May 15th Geoff Gill & Graham Tipper Debbie Chadwick
May 22nd Graham Tipper & Eileen Peake Linda Livesey
May 29th Linda Livesey & Geoff Gill Graham Tipper
Flowers
Given by Arranged by
May 1st Sheila Turner Joan Moss
May 8th Nora Alcock Helen Holroyd & Helen Cooper
May 15th Ros Jessop Ann Minoprio
May 22nd Pat Webster Joan Moss
May 29th Hilda Hilton Debbie Summersgill & Lorna Bowes

Church Cleaning

Week Commencing

May 2nd Jean Freeman, Sheila Turner & Berenice McKeown

May 9th Rita Gorman, Betty Green & Peter Cowell

May 16th Linda Cawtherly, Margaret Eccleston & Frances Thompson
May 23rd Sue Nelson & Amanda Calvert

May 30th Eileen Peake & Wendy Eatough

The Parish Church of St Mary, Mellor
Fabric Report 2015

We reported last year on two major issues: redecoration of the chancel and water
ingress in the vestry. Unfortunately, these are still to be resolved:

Firstly, there is disagreement between the paint suppliers and the architects as to the
appropriate type of paint to be used in the chancel. Until we receive approval, we are
unable to proceed. The possibility of painting all of the interior of the church and
renewal of the lighting cannot be considered until the painting of the chancel is
agreed.

Secondly, although the leaks apparent on the vestry ceiling may have been rectified,
when it rains hard there has been very significant water ingress at the base of the
wall beneath the window. Further investigation is needed; therefore, redecoration of
the vestry is also on hold.

It has been noted previously that when there are strong winds and heavy rain, there
are leaks above the staircase leading to the balcony. We have experienced a lot of
heavy rain this winter. There has been a great deal of condensation in various areas
of the church. Leaks have been noted above the north gallery and south aisle and
even through the arch above the main door, soaking the floor at the entrance.
Following the annual churchyard inspection in October, two gravestones/memorials
which were very unstable were laid down. Four still have their warning notices and
tapes in place and a number of others require remedial work by the families. The
likelihood is that we will have to come to terms with an increasing number of laid flat
gravestones. The full inspection report can be found on the church website.



An inspection of the trees in the churchyard was undertaken in the autumn of 2014
by Bowland Tree Consultancy Ltd. Following their report, a specialist firm undertook
the issues identified as “urgent”, at a cost of £3,000.

Application was made to the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the creation of a new
cremated remains area in the north eastern corner of the graveyard. The DAC
requires a Statement of Need and a scale plan. The PCC hopes the Archdeacon
may be able to advise on how best to proceed.

March 2016

The Parish Church of St Mary, Mellor

Summer Term Dates

Fri 29" April Morning worship in church at 9:00am
(families welcome to join us)
Mon 2" May Bank Holiday
Thu 5" May Tower Wood Parents’ Meeting at 3:15pm
9" - 12"May Year 6 SATs
Fri 13" May St Mary’s Church Art Exhibition weekend
Mon 16" May Governors’ Meeting
18" — 20th May Tower Wood residential visit — Year 5/6
Mon 23“ May Walk to School Week starts
Mon 239 May Year 2 visit to Fleetwood Museum
Tue 24"  May New Parents’ Meeting at 6:30pm

Thu 26"  May - Fri 3 June
Half Term (inclusive)

Sat 11" June St Mary’s Rose Queen Festival

Wed 15"  June Girls’ Cricket Tournament

Thu 16"  June Chernobyl children’s visit

Fri 17" June Boys’ Cricket Tournament

Sun 19"  June Confirmation Service

Wed 22™  June MOBS Picnic at Mellor

Fri 24" June Morning worship in church at 9:00am

(families welcome to join us)

Tue 28"  June New Pupils — first session

Fri 1% July—-Sun3@July MELLOR SCHOOL
REUNION WEEK

Tue 12" July Tri-Golf Tournament

Thu  14™  July Year 1 and 2 Class Visit

Fri 22™  July Leavers’ Service at 2:00pm and end of term

Christine Taylor Headteacher

P.S. Mellor Rainbows meet in the school hall each Thursday afternoon from 4:30 —
5:30pm. They need adult helpers urgently. Anyone aged 14 and over with an hour to
spare would be welcome to join them.

From The Reqisters

Communicants Collections
Mar 20 67 557.78




27 104 746.41

Apr 3 70 737.80

10 62 464.86

17 60 335.57
Weddin

We ask for God’s Blessing on
Gary Pickup and Heather Longbottom

Euneral

We commend to God’s care

Marjorie Phyllis McNichol

Thank you

Roslyn & Len would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, flowers and good wishes.
Roslyn is now back home after her recent stay in hospital and is on the road to recovery.

Roslyn & Len

United Benefice Joint Services

It has been agreed that whenever there are 5 Sundays in a calendar month the three churches
in the benefice will have a joint service in the morning starting at 10.45am.

This will take effect from Sunday 31 July 2016.
Please make a note in your diaries that the first three United Benefice Services will be:-

Sunday 31 July 2016 10.45am St Mary’s Mellor
Sunday 30 October 2016 10.45am St Leonard’s Samlesbury
Sunday 29 January 2017  10.45am St Leonard’s Balderstone

Parochial Church Council Review of the Year 2015

The PCC met 6 times during the year. In addition, there were the Vestry Meeting
and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. We faced these with some trepidation, as
new officers were needed. We were grateful, therefore, that David Holroyd and
Barbara Lucas were elected as the new churchwardens and Lorna Shaw as
Treasurer. David Adams was appointed later as co-Treasurer. We thank them for all
their hard work. Jean Freeman, Derek Howarth, Linda Livesey, Lorna Shaw,
Graham Tipper and Dorothy Walsh were welcomed as new members, giving us a
particularly strong PCC membership. We also note the support of Graham Calvert
and Hilda Hilton. The PCC members have continued to operate an assistant
wardens rota at services, to help the churchwardens and the sidespersons.

During the year there were three major fundraising efforts: the Village Quiz, the
Barbecue and the Autumn Fayre. In terms both of support and income generated,
these events go from strength to strength. The PCC gives heartfelt thanks to
everyone involved in these events, whether as part of the organising committees, the
helpers or the people who supported them.



The various organisations within the Church have continued to flourish: the Mothers’
Union, the Sunday School, Vision (formerly Youth Fellowship) and Little Angels.

We have greatly appreciated Mike Wilcock’s contribution to our worship as organist
and choirmaster and his and Liz's talents at the special services they have
organised. Our thanks go to Margaret Baldwin and Frank Ashton who also played at
services. We have also enjoyed the monthly All Age Worship services and are
grateful to Debbie Chadwick and Karen Walsh for preparing and leading them.

The church school continues to provide a wonderful start to our children’s lives
thanks to Mrs Taylor and her staff and we look forward to and enjoy their
participation, together with that of our own Sunday School children, in our services.
We wish Mrs Taylor all the best on her retirement.

The church continues to look attractive and welcoming thanks to our cleaners and
our flower ladies, led by Joan Moss, while the churchyard is maintained throughout
the summer by the willing team of mowers. The church clock and chimes also
continue to play an important part in the life of the village thanks to the care and
attention they are given by Alan Bibby.

The parish magazine flourishes under the editorship of Rita Gorman and Ron Hak.
Richard Jones and Chris Davis ensure the website and notices are up to date and
informative. The Fair Trade stall continues to be held on the first Sunday of most
months. The work of the card ladies is ever present, supporting a variety of
charities.We thank our Rose Queen, Caitlin Slater, for her work for charity. We also
thank the ladies who make the coffee for us, not only after All Age Worship and
parish communion on the first Sunday of the month but also at the weekly coffee
mornings.

Thanks are again due to all those who help with our services: visiting clergy, Nigel,
choir, sidespersons and servers. Reverend Roland Nicholson celebrated 40 years in
the priesthood and our vicar, Reverend Sue Williams, was appointed as Canon of
Whalley. To everyone who has supported the church in any way during the year,
and there are far too many of you to name individually, we hope you will accept this
note of thanks and appreciation. Without you all, the Parish Church of St Mary,
Mellor, would not be the centre of our worship and witness.

Finally, despite the many aspects of church life for which to be grateful, it is with
great sadness and regret that we face the resignation of Sister Sue on 1% May. In
her own words, she has attempted to be a “full time vicar” in the three churches of
the United Benefice and “this is no longer possible”. A combined PCCs meeting with
the Bishop of Burnley and meetings with all the churchwardens have not resolved
this. We thank her for all she has tried to do for us and trust that she will be restored
to full health. We clearly face a difficult time in the inter regnum.

David Holroyd Barbara LucasJames Saunders
ChurchwardenChurchwardenSecretary

FAIRTRADE

Thank you to those who supported the stall in April — takings were £75; and especially to
David and Helen who collected and returned the boxes of goods to Fairground and Eileen
who helped on the stall.

The next sale will be held before and following Parish Communion on Sunday, 1* May.
Lorna & Rita

Mothers’ Union



We enjoyed a lively meeting in April when we welcomed Joan and Julie from the Blackburn
branch of The Samaritans. Their talk was informative, very interesting and they answered the
many questions with good humour.

The Whalley Deanery Festival will be held at the Church of St. Peter & St Paul, Bolton by
Bowland at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 4th May. We shall be taking our Mothers' Union banner
and all members from our branch will be very welcome.

We look forward to hearing all about " Under the Makuta Roof" from Mrs Norah Clay who
will speak to us at the next meeting on Tuesday, 10th May.

Margaret Ashton

ART EXHIBITION

A fourth EXHIBITION OF ART by local amateur artists will be held
in Mellor St. Mary’s Parish Church on 13, 14 & 15th May 2016.

On Friday from 1.00-4.00pm Harry Caunce will be demonstrating his painting skill in the
Narthex and the children from school will be coming across to observe and learn new
techniques. Light refreshments will be available for visitors.

We are delighted that Mrs Heather Henderson has kindly agreed to officially open the
Exhibition at the Wine & Nibbles Evening on Friday evening from 7.00 — 9.30pm.

Entertainment during the evening will be provided by children from St Mary’s School and
Mellor Brook Ukulele Group.

Tickets for this Opening Event are £5, which includes a glass of wine/soft drink and nibbles.
- available from members of the Social & Fundraising Committee -

The church will be open for public viewing on Friday, 1- 4pm,
Saturday 10am - 4pm & Sunday 1-4pm.
There will be the opportunity to purchase some of the exhibits
during the weekend.

Please note, this year, as well as paintings, we hope to include
other forms of art eg Pottery, Sculpture and Glass Making.

Refreshments will be available during the weekend
with light lunches served on Saturday.
The event will close with a Songs of Praise Service
on Sunday afternoon at 4.30pm

We hope to welcome friends, old and new, from far and wide,
to share in this celebration of local talent.

All profit made by the exhibition will be for the benefit of our
beautiful church building.

“A Very Happy May Birthday”
May birthdays from the Baptism, Sunday School and Youth Fellowship registers are:

2nd Eleanor Daly 25th  Ethan McMahon
3rd Emily Forrest 26th Alannah Slater
14th  Oliver Wiggins 27th  Oliver Moore

15th  Harrison Jones 28th Benjamin Dixon



18th  Jake Book 28th Tom Perplus
21st  Shay Harris 30th Marcus Shaw
22nd Harriett Leech

Do you have a Special Birthday coming up? Would you like us to
Mention it in the Church magazine? Please let us know.

A Thank You From Roland

| have received an acknowledgement for the
donation sent to ‘'Train a Priest Fund".

This was from the collection taken at the service to celebrate my
40th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood held in St Mary's Church
last September. With gift aid the donation amounted to £1500.00.

I wish to thank all who contributed to this charity and helped to
raise this magnificent amount of money.

Your kind generosity is very much appreciated.

SCARECROW FESTIVAL

Following the success of last year's Scarecrow Festival it has been decided to repeat the event
to take place this summer in July.
It would be great if we had even more scarecrows around the village - so time to put on your
thinking caps and come up with some bright ideas.

More details next month.

VISION
MAY 20™ 7.30-O9PM
MEET IN CHURCH
A PLACE TO MEET FOR THOSE AGED

11- 16YRS
COME ALONG AND CATCH UP WITH MATES.
£1 ENTRY, CRAFTS, GAMES, TUCK SHOP.

Sunday School News

Lessons
1 May — No Sunday School — bank holiday.
8"  May — in school

15" May — in church AAW.
29" May /5™June -No Sunday School — Holiday
AAW — 15" May

This is a special All Age Worship and we would like as many people there as possible.
Archdeacon will be the officiant at this service. He is visiting all 3 benefice churches to take
part in one of the Sunday services. Please come along and join us so he can see what a
thriving church we have at Mellor.

Rose Queen/Walking Day+ Queens 90" Birthday
We hope you can all come along on 11th June for this wonderful day.




Our Rose Queen for 2016will be the young lady who has a smile for everyone, Lucy Taylor.
Attending her will be Sam Taylor, Ruby Holroyd King and Grace Hilton.

As it is also a weekend when the country will be celebrating the 90" birthday of our Queen
Elizabeth, the lunch will be moved to the village hall. Here we will have a street party, games
on the field, BBQ and a fete with fun for all. Evening festivities as usual with the disco.

This is the main occasion of the year where everyone comes together as a church family and
is truly a day full of joy and friendship, for all in our parish, so please encourage your
neighbours and friends to join the fun. Each year we hear that churches who previously had a
Rose Queen or similar have stopped this event due to lack of support or lack of children in
church. Please encourage your friends along and keep our Mellor tradition alive.

OUR MERCIFUL SONGS OF PRAISE

St. Mary’s Osbaldeston R.C. Church on Longsight Road is holding an evening of song, all
your favourite hymns, on Thursday, 19" May 2016 at 7.00pm.

We are, in our small way, trying to help the homeless through the Free Project which is an
organisation of volunteers who help people who find themselves in a difficult situation.

So, if you could bring a donation in the form of, for example, toiletries, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, deodorant toilet rolls, soap, even underwear or socks this would be very much
appreciated.

Pope Francis has asked us to make 2016 a Year of Mercy — in a very small way we can make
a difference .. .and on our own doorstep, too.

So please come along and enjoy a good sing!
from your friends at St. Mary’s, Osbaldeston

St Leonard’s Balderstone

Walking Day Saturday 7th May
Meeting at Mellor Brook Community Centre around 2.15pm
ready for the walk to church at 2.30pm
Once at church/school there’ll be refreshments & sports on the field.
Everyone welcome.

Summer Fair & Celebration of the Queen’s 90th Birthday
Saturday 18th June 2.30pm in the school playground and on the field.
Stalls, raffles, games and refreshments.

To open the event there will be a musical performance by the children.
The theme for the children’s competition: Cards, Crowns or Cakes.
Entrance £1 Adults and 50p Children.

Please come and join us.

Saturday Cafe at Mellor Village Hall

Every first Saturday in the month from 10am to 2pm
Hot and cold drinks, bacon sandwiches, soup,
homemade cakes to eat in or take out.

The ‘Little Angel’ Group

We meet on Tuesday, 24™ May at 2.15pm for an hour of fun and friendship — concentrating
on ‘WIND’ (Pentecost). At our level we shall be ‘blowing’ and watching things move . . .
Hope to see all ‘little angels’ with those who love and care for them — and anyone else who
would like to join us.



Rita, Margaret, Hilda and Gillian

RECYCLED CARDS

The following donations were made in April

£50 Montgomery Christian Care Centre, Zimbabwe
£50 ‘Splash’ Appeal, Newdigate C.E Primary School in Surrey
£50 The Samaritans (Blackburn Branch)

We continue to thank you for all the cards that you pass to us for recycling, and for your
continued support when buying our cards.

Thank you from “The Card Ladies”

Audio Cassettes

There are two boxes of audio cassettes given by
Len & Roslyn Jessop
on the bookcase in the Narthex.
The New Testament
The full works of Jane Austen

Please feel free to borrow any of the cassettes to listen to at home.

Readers for May

May 1 6th Sunday of Easter
10.30 P Jackson Acts 16: 9-15
C Redwood Revelation 21:10. 22- 22:5
Celebrant John 14: 23-29
6.30 N Hogg Zephaniah 3.14-end
M Riley Matthew 28.1-10, 16-end
May 8 7th Sunday of Easter
10.30 N Walsh Acts 16: 16-34
S Gill Revelation 22: 12-14. 16-17. 20-21
Celebrant John 17: 20-26
6.30 N Walsh Isaiah 44.1-8
S Brindle Ephesians 4.7-16
May 15 Pentecost
10.30 R Jones Acts 2: 1-21
D Summersgill Romans 8: 14-17
Celebrant John 14: 8-27
4.30 Songs of Praise
May 22 Trinity Sunday
10.30 G Gill Proverbs 8: 1-4. 22-31
A Smith Romans 5: 1-5
Celebrant John 16: 12-15
6.30 G Tipper Exodus 3.1-15
M Watson John 3.1-17
May 29 1st Sunday after Trinity
10.30 W Shaw 1 Kings 8: 22-23.41-43
F Ashton Galations 1: 1-12
Celebrant Luke 7: 1b-10
6.30 S Dobson 1 Kings 8.22-23, 41-43

S Nelson Luke 7.1-10



June 5th 2nd Sunday after Trinity

10.30 M Ashton 1 Kings 17: 17-24
M Eccleston Galatians 1: 11-24
Celebrant Luke 7: 11-17
6.30 M Riley Genesis 8.13-9.17
N Hogg Mark 4.1-20

Christian Stewardship
Recorder/Gift Aid Secretary  Eileen Peake
Electoral Roll Officer
Graham Tipper
Deanery Synod
Sue Gill Debbie Chadwick
Sunday School
Debbie Chadwick 812091
Vision (Formally Youth Fellowship)
Debbie Chadwick
Little Angels
Margaret Baldwin 812360 Rita Gorman 812566
Children’s Society
Debbie Chadwick 812091
Social & Fund Raising Committee
Jean Freeman, Rita Gorman, Debbie Summersgill,
Janet & John Hartley, Alan Smith.
Magazine
ritagorman@tiscali.co.uk
Editors Rita Gorman Ron Hak
Advertising Rita Gorman 812566
Distribution Alan & Barbara Smith
St Mary’s C.E. Primary School
Headteacher Mrs Christine L Taylor 812581
Clerk to the Governors Brian Topham
Site Supervisor M. Venables
Friends of St Mary’s School (FOSMYS)
Vicky Dewhurst and Emma Hilton

Mothers’ Union Altar Flowers
Margaret Ashton 812616 Joan Moss 813581
Rainbows Guides
Lynn Fish (Wren) Hilary Wensley
Police

PC Lee Forshaw
Tel# 01200 458766
Churchyard
Chris Wilson Rob Cooper Tom Shaw Stewart Woodward
Bernard Whalley Gordon Hayes
Volunteers still required




