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View From the Vicarage 
 
 

“All you need is love!” 
 

 Ah, those were the days when we were young and the Beatles were all the rage! For then 

love (or what we thought was love) was very much in the air. And yet of course as February 

14
th
 approaches something of that still survives,  for on St Valentine’s Day the discerning 

romantic will be able to offer his beloved heart shaped cushions, hot house freesias, jokey 

boxer shorts or gift wrapped champagne, together of course with the obligatory Valentine 

card! But.. 
 

Who was St Valentine? 
 

 Well, it appears that he was a Christian beheaded at a pagan festival of love in the 3
rd

 century 

but it wasn’t in fact until the 5
th
 century that he became officially the patron saint of lovers. 

Gradually, as he grew in popularity so love tokens began to be exchanged so that by the 17
th
 

century according to Samuel Pepys  (1633-1703) women received generous gifts of jewellery, 

perfume and gloves. However, towards the end of the 18
th
 century such presents were 

gradually replaced by cards which the arrival of the Penny Post in 1840 ensured would grow 

in popularity, as they have done right up to the present day. But.. 
 

What is his relevance for us today? 
 



 Well, we live in a world, as Delia Smith once said, “where the word ‘love’ can be about as 

meaningful as coca cola. We throw the words to the winds like a bunch of confetti which 

glitters for a moment then falls to the ground without significance. Love is in pop songs, TV 

commercials, written on ‘T’ shirts – love promotes, sells, packages. But you don’t need to be 

a psychologist to detect that when a person keeps going on about something it’s usually 

because they have a problem, and maybe the modern obsession with the word love is a cry for 

help. And if the world is crying out for love, what it’s really crying out for is God, because 

God is love”.  And nowhere is God’s love more clearly seen than in the person of Christ. 
 

“For this is what love is,” writes St John, “it is not that we have loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the means by which our sins are forgiven (1 John 4:10). For in 

contrast to our own selective use of the word, Jesus loved the moral outcast (John 8:1-11), the 

medical outcast (Mark 1:40-45), the social outcast (Mark5:1-20), the physical outcast (John 

9:1-41), the legal outcast (Luke 23:39-43) – and he loves you and me. For his love was not 

confined to his family, friends or compatriots, but extended even to those who hated him, and 

plotted against him, and who eventually had him scourged and nailed to a tree (Luke 23:33-

34). 
 

No wonder, then, that no less a person than the Emperor Napoleon 1 (1769- 1821) could say 

that whereas “Alexander, Charlemagne, Caesar and I have founded great empires and rested 

them upon force, Jesus Christ has founded his on love, and at this hour millions will die for 

him.” And when Jesus was asked which is the great commandment in the law he replied, 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. And the second is like it, You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22 

: 34-40). 

 

 Charles 

 

 

Little Angels 
 

We meet on Tuesday, 27
th
 February at 2.15pm in the Narthex and look forward to welcoming 

Sarah, the Under 5s Advisor from the Diocese. She is sure to have some interesting activities 

for the children linked to a story from the Bible. All pre school children from birth onwards 

are most welcome. 
 

Rita, Margaret, Hilda, Gillian and Sandra 

 

You are warmly invited to 
 

 An informal evening of 

♫ Praise and Worship ♫ 
 

 1
st
 Sunday of every month 

@ 4 pm 

St Mary’s Church, Mellor 
 

‘Sing a new song to the Lord!’ 

 

Church Rotas February 
 

Assistant Wardens 
 

   4 February  David Wain  Geoff Gill 

 11 February  Lorna Shaw  Graham Tipper 

 18 February  Barbara Lucas  Debbie Chadwick 



 25 February  Mark Smith  Rita Gorman 
 

     Sidespersons 
 

   4 February  Joan Moss  Patricia Webster 

 11 February  Noel Walsh  Frances Thompson 

 18 February     Graham Tipper 

 25 February  Ian Moss  Peter Cowell 
 

    Chalice Servers   Intercessors 
 

 

   4 February Rita Gorman Graham Tipper   Graham Tipper 

 11 February Geoff Gill Eileen Peake   Rev’d Charles 

 18 February       Debbie Chadwick 

 25 February Geoff Gill Graham Tipper   Frank Ashton 

 

Flower List 
 

    Given by:-   Arranged by:- 
 

   4 February  Marian Hunt   Ann Minoprio 

 11 February  Bill Thompson   Joan Moss 

 18 February  Lent – no flowers 

 25 February  Lent – no flowers 

 

Church Cleaning 
 

 Week Commencing 
 

   5 February Linda Cawtherly  Margaret Eccleston  Frances Thompson 

 12 February - volunteers required, please -* 

 19 February Eileen Peake  Wendy Eatough 

 26 February Joan Moss  Ann Minoprio 

 

Thank you to those who helped in any way with the 

New Year Clean-up on 4
th
 January. 

 

 * a new team is required for 12 February, 14 May, 6 August, 29 October* 

- Please see Hilda or Rita if you can help on these dates- Thank You. 

 

Readers for February 
 

 Feb   4 Second Sunday before Lent 

    Mothers’ Union  Proverbs 8:1. 22-31 

       Colossians 1: 15-20 

    Celebrant  John 1: 1-14 

 

 Feb 11 Sunday before Lent 

    D Summersgill  2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 

    Noel Walsh  Mark 9: 2-9 

 

 Feb 18 First Sunday of Lent 

    All Age Worship 

 

 Feb 25 Second Sunday of Lent 

    A Smith  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

    S Gill   Romans 4: 13-end 

    Celebrant  Mark 8: 31-end 

 

 



THANK YOU 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christingle service.  

A total of £215 was raised for the Children’s Society. 
Our competition winners are Emily Forrest and Evie Rouse. 

 

A Thank You 
 

Thank you to everyone for their Good Wishes and Cards on our Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary. 

May you all have a healthy and peaceful 2018. 
 

Joan and David Venables. 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

Friday, 2nd March 2018 
  

 Our Service this year is to be held at St. Leonard’s, Balderstone and the theme is a 
very prescient one, 
 

All God’s Creation is Very Good 
 

 It has been composed by the women of Suriname, which is a small country on the 
north east coast of South America.  Almost all of the population live on the coast at 
sea level, or near it, and the rest of the country is dense tropical forest.   
 

 The people of Suriname are very worried by illegal mining in the forest, which tends 
to poison the water courses,  as well as depleting the trees,  so their Service 
concentrates on how we are treating God’s Creation.   
 

 The Service will begin at 11 am and will be followed by the customary lunch which 
will be taken at Mellor Brook Community Centre.  The cost is £4, and this enables us 
to send extra funds to the WWD of Prayer to help to cover the cost of their projects 
both in this country and abroad.    
 

 You are assured of a warm welcome, and I do hope that you will be able to attend.  
It provides us with more food for thought after the Blue Planet television programmes 
last year.   
 

Meanwhile, I hope to see you there.   Sue Brown. 

 

Pam’s Paper Blog: 
 

Self Discipline…. 
 

How have you been getting on with those New Year resolutions? If you’re anything like me 
you’ve forgotten already what they were! But self-discipline is a very important feature of 
life, such as giving up smoking for our health. Jesus uses the image of a vine to talk about 
how we can discipline our Christian life. He says:I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. John 15:1-2. 
 

 Well I’ve grown a vine in a greenhouse for some time now. But it has only been in the last 
few years that I’ve managed to get it to produce fruit that is any good to eat. The key to this 
new success has been hard pruning and treating the mildew. However much pruning I do if it 
gets mildew then all it produces are lots of tiny rotting grapes. 
 

 Now if we, the church, are the vine then what is the fruit that we should produce? It isn’t 
the quantity of people who come that Jesus means but the quality of the lives of those who 



sit in the pews. The fruit he’s talking about is spiritual fruit such as love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, gentleness and self-control; to use Paul’s list in Galatians. 
 

 God works with his church in two ways. First of all he cuts out those who don’t show any 
fruit at all and that is a sad thought about people we might know. Those folk who show 
some fruit, say are kind and forbearing, he prunes to improve their tastiness as people. None 
of us gets away without being pruned because none of us will ever be truly good. 
 

 The biggest scourge of my vine isn’t lack of pruning but the mildew. Mildew is a fungus 
that’s in the air all the time, just waiting for the right conditions so it can grow whilst 
destroying what it is growing on. Apathy is the fungus that grows over our churches 
destroying any fruit Jesus would like to prune in us. 
 

 If I want my vine to produce something good enough to eat then I have to work at it. If I 
want Jesus to prune some good Christian character in me I have to work at that also. He 
goes on to say:I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. John 15: 5. 
 Remaining in Jesus requires us to study his word; without the study we leave ourselves 
vulnerable to apathy. There are lots of books that aid us in our study at home, check out BRF 
website https://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk/ or Google ‘word alive’ for online groups or 
come along to one of the benefice’ study groups. Then we’ll be churches full of tasty people 
that know Jesus. 
 

Pam Daunton 

 

MESSY CHURCH 

 

On the last Sunday of every month we hold Messy Church in 

Mellor St Mary Primary School from 4 – 5.45 pm 

 

What IS Messy Church? 
 

 1. This is a form of church for ALL ages to enjoy together 

 2. We explore a biblical theme through getting messy involving crafts and games 

 3. We have a short celebration time with a story, songs and prayer 

 4. We end with a yummy sit down meal together,  home made by our volunteers 

 

Everyone from the Benefice is very welcome to join us each month. You can take part in as 

little or as much as you like. If you’d like to help with crafts or food we’d love to hear from 

you. 
 

Do come and join us! 
 

If you’d like to know more please contact 

Debbie Chadwick 07935 659004 

 

Mellor St. Mary C. E. Primary School News 

The Spring Term is now well underway and there are lots of new buds of learning as well as 
seeds of knowledge beginning to blossom within our school.  
 
 We have a fantastic range of cross curricular learning taking place in Key Stage 2 from the 
Great Plague of 1665 to the importance of recycling, understanding how to read physical 
and human features on maps and re writing traditional fairy tales with a modern twist. Our 
Year 6 children are learning about Heroes and Villains, particularly in relation to the 
dominant characters within Shakespeare’s Macbeth. They are also studying healthy bodies 
and lifestyles and will be learning about food heroes and villains.  

https://www.biblereadingnotes.org.uk/


 
 Key Stage 1 pupils meanwhile are learning about the Great Fire of London in 1666. The 
children are already fascinated by this topic and are immersing themselves in numerous 
facts about this disastrous event and the people who lived in London at that time – 
particularly Samuel Pepys. Our youngest pupils in EYFS are learning about a fire breathing 
dragon called Zog as well as discovering the importance of the fire brigade today. 
 
 Our worship theme this term is ‘God’s Big Story’. We are listening to and reading different 
chapters from the Bible as well as trying to understand the important values given to us 
from each story in order to deepen our understanding of Christian literacy. We are also 
learning about the impact some Christian characters have had on our lives today, including 
Gladys Aylward and Mary Slessor to name but a few. 
 
 Spring term is the shortest term in school but as you can read above, one that is jam packed 
full of wonderful learning opportunities for all our pupils. 
 
 Finally for this month just a reminder that school closes for half-term at 3.15 p.m. on Friday 
9th February and re-opens on Monday 19th February. 
 

Mrs  J Embley - Peers  (Headteacher)  

 

Mothers’ Union 
 

On a cold January night we were transported to the other side of the world by  Mrs Peter 

Allingham who took us on her travels all around Australia in her quirky car. Her enthusiasm 

and infectious laughter kept us all entertained. 
 

We meet on Tuesday, 13
th
 February (Shrove Tuesday) for the Annual General Meeting. There 

will be the opportunity to exchange £1 parcels, share a Jacob’s Join Supper and buy & sell at 

the Bric-a-Brac Stall. 
 

We send love and congratulations to Jenifer Peagram who has recently celebrated her 90th 

birthday. 
 

Margaret Ashton 

 

God’s Big Picture – A Bible Overview 
 

 Sixty six books, forty authors, written over nearly 2,000 years in many different genres. The 

Bible is a worldwide bestseller published in countless translations and languages. Clearly the 

Bible is no ordinary book. So how can we begin to read and understand it as a whole? 

That’s the question we will be seeking to answer during the next few weeks. No knowledge of 

the Bible is required, only a desire to want to learn more about the person who is its supreme 

subject, Jesus Christ, and it’s his story which is ‘the most explosive story in the history of the 

world’ (Charles Moore – The Telegraph). 

No wonder then that Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, once said, “Men turn this way and that in 

their search for new sources of comfort and inspiration, but the enduring truths are to be 

found in the Word of God” (2 Timothy 3:16 -17). 
 

 So if you’re interested, or would like to discover more, then there will be a Home Group 

meeting on Tuesdays (3 – 4:30pm) beginning on February 6
th

 at The Vicarage (opposite 

the church on Church Lane, Mellor). 
 

If you would like to know more please contact Charles (01254 491464). 

 

From The Registers 



 

   Communicants   Collections 
 

 DEC 24  57    391.65 

 Midnight  34    132.26 

  31  68    432.00 
 

 Jan   7  58    470.10 

  14  30    151.20 

  21  —    155.20 
 

Baptism 
 

We welcome into the Lord's family 
Theo  Wilson 

 

Funeral 
 

We commend to God’s care 

Gerald  Carter 

 

The Free Project – supporting the homeless in Blackburn 
 

 Thank you for saving plastic tubs and lids – I am often asked what we do with them??? 

 Several volunteers (usually 6 of us) take food, cooked at home, down into Blackburn every 

Sunday evening. We assemble on a street behind King St and serve the food on trestle tables 

– outside – whatever the weather. 

 There are usually approximately 30 to 40 guests queuing on the street as we arrive – all very 

orderly – we set up and serve a choice of savoury dishes ( stews, curries, chilli etc) followed 

by puddings ( fruit crumble, bread and butter pudding, sponge and custard) and a hot drink. 

 The tubs are very useful for the guests to ‘take-away’ food home (wherever that may be) with 

them. 

 The Project is supported by local shops & traders who provide ingredients and surplus food 

items for which we are all most grateful. Otherwise, we finance the project ourselves and the 

gratitude received from the guests is ample reward. 

 For more information please ‘google’ The Free Project - 

and Thank You ! 

 

BIG BAND NIGHT 
 

Due to the popularity of the previous dance nights 

the band has been booked again ! 

 

Please make a note of the date ! 

Saturday 20
th

 October 2018 at the Canberra Club.  

More details nearer the time. 

 

THE VILLAGE QUIZ 
 

Friday 9
th

 February  7.30pm in School 
 

Tickets £7.50 – Meat & Potato Pie Supper  

with a vegetarian Option 

There will be Bar selling Wine, Beer and Soft Drinks 
 

QUIZ MASTER will again be Reverend Roland 
 



Tickets have to be limited due to space available – so start arranging your 

teams of 4 people – and get your tickets from members of the Social 

Committee. 
 

All proceeds from the evening are for St Mary’s Church. 
 

Recycled Cards 
 

 

Thank you for your contributions of used Christmas cards. 
 

A donation of £50 to the Friends of the Lake District was given 

in memory of Gerald Carter. 
 

Thank you, the Card Ladies 

 

Diary for February 
 

  Feb  4  Second Sunday before Lent 

   9.30am  Parish Communion 

      (Canon John Hartley) 
 

   4.00pm  Praise & Worship 
 

  Feb  9 

   7.30pm  THE VILLAGE QUIZ 
 

  Feb 11  Sunday before Lent 

   9.30am  Family Communion 

      (the Vicar) 
 

  Feb 13 

   7.30pm  Mothers’ Union AGM 
 

  Feb 14  Ash Wednesday 

   7.00pm  United Benefice Service 

      (Rev’d Dr John Darch) 
 

  Feb 18  First Sunday of Lent 

   9.30am  All Age Worship 

      (the Vicar) 
 

  Feb 25  Second Sunday of Lent 

   9.30am  (Canon John Hartley) 
 

   4.00pm  Messy Church 
 

  Feb 27 

   2.15pm  ‘Little Angels’ 

 

Weekly Event 
 

Every Tuesday 9.30am Holy Communion 

 

Followed by Coffee & Fellowship in the Narthex 

 

 Christian Stewardship 

  Recorder   Eileen Peake 813654 

  Gift Aid Secretary      Helen Adams 813108 

 Electoral Roll Officer    



  Graham Tipper  813565 

 Deanery Synod 

  Sue Gill   812928 

 Little Angels 

  Margaret Baldwin   812360   Rita Gorman   812566 

 Children’s Society 

  Debbie Chadwick   812091 

 Social & Fund Raising Committee 
  Rita Gorman,   Debbie Summersgill, Jessica Hayes 

  John Hartley, Roland Nicholson, Mark Smith 

 Magazine 
  ritagorman@tiscali.co.uk 

  Editors   Rita Gorman   Ron Hak 

  Advertising   Rita Gorman   812566 

  Distribution   Alan & Barbara Smith 

 St Mary’s C.E. Primary School 

  Headteacher   Mrs Joanne Embley-Peers 812581 

  Clerk to the Governors   Mrs Pat Cooper 

  Site Supervisor   M. Venables 

  Friends of St Mary’s School  (FOSMS) 

  Zohra Nisar (zohranisar@icloud.com) and Scott Hellier 

 Mothers’ Union    Altar Flowers 

  Margaret Ashton   812616 Joan Moss  813581 

 Rainbows Lynn Fish (Wren) 

 Guides Helen Adams Phone 813108 

   Email helendentith@btinternet.com 

 Police 
  PCSO Caroline Pemberton 

  Tel  01200 458766  (Voicemail) 

 Churchyard 

  Chris Wilson   Rob Cooper   Tom Shaw       

 Stewart Woodward   Bernard Whalley  Gordon Hayes 
 

Volunteers still required 

 

 


