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Calendar for February
February 1st
10.30
6.30
February 8th
10.30
6.30

4th Sunday of Epiphany – Candlemas
Parish Communion
(Rev’d Dr John Darch)
Evensong
(Canon John Hartley)
2nd Sunday before Lent
Parish Communion
(Amma Sue)
Evensong

(Amma Sue)
February 10th
7.30

Mothers’ Union

February 13th
7.30

Youth Fellowship

February 15th
10.30

Sunday next before Lent
Parish Communion
All Age Worship
(Canon John Hartley)

6.30
February 22nd
10.30

Evensong
(Rev’d Roland Nicholson)
First Sunday of Lent
Parish Communion
(Rev’d Gary Hunt)

6.30

Eucharist
(Rev’d Dr John Darch)

February 24th
2.15

‘Little Angels’

Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel every Tuesday at 9.30am
followed by Coffee in the Narthex
-;-;-;Mellor Youth Fellowship
Youth Fellowship still continues to meet monthly, on a Friday from
7.30- 9pm. We would
like to invite the year 6 children to join the next meeting on 13th February with a valentines
theme. All children from school year 6 upwards are welcome to join this youth group. If you
are just hanging around the house on MYF Friday why not come along? Just £1 entrance
and whatever you want to spend on tuck.!

Church Rotas February
Sidespersons
Morning

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

S Nelson
G Calvert
J Saunders
P Hughes

Evening

D Holroyd
B Lucas
I Moss

G Tipper
N Walsh
S Nelson
N Hogg

Chalice Servers
Intercessors
February 1
February 8
Tipper
February 15
February 22

Eileen Peake
Geoff Gill

Rita Gorman
Marian Hunt

Graham Tipper Linda Livesey
Marian Hunt
Eileen Peake
Flowers

Linda Livesey
Sonia
Debbie Chadwick
Frank Ashton

Donated by
February
February
February
February

1
8
15
22

Arranged by

Mrs H Hilton
Mrs I Holt
Mr W Thompson
Lent 1

Helen Holroyd & Helen Cooper
Joan Moss
Ann Minoprio
No Flowers

Church Cleaning
Week commencing . . .
February
February
February
February

2
9
16
23

Marian Hunt, Di Ibbotson & Sue Ellison
Pamela Jackson & Christine Redwood
Jean Freeman, Sheila Turner & Bernice McKeown
Rita Gorman & Betty Green
PCC Assistant Wardens

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

W Shaw
B Lucas
K Walsh
G Gill

G Calvert
R Gorman
M Watson
D Chadwick

Choir Notes
Christmas is receding into (recent) memory although "in the bleak midwinter" on a cold
January day resonates perhaps more potently than "Ding Dong Merrily on High".
Alongside "Benedicamus Domino" and "The Angel Gabriel" the above, the first in the
beautiful setting by Harold Darke, represent the choir's "particular" musical offerings to our
carol service.
"Outings" to Stanley House, "fronted" by Margaret Baldwin - thank you, and to The
Millstone, not only spread Christmas cheer but raise valuable sums towards the choir fund
and in support of local charities.
I would like to thank the choir and its "guests", Anne, Helen, Caitlin and Zoe for their efforts,
enthusiasm... and indeed, expertise throughout the festive period.
As the church's year unfailingly unfolds, preparation for Passiontide and Easter now takes
place.
Please consider joining us and stretching your vocal chords to the highest levels! Singing in a
"chorale" is a pursuit proven not only to be fulfilling and enjoyable... but also healthy!
You know where to find me
Mike Wilcock

Vacancies
We will soon have 2 churchwardens positions to fill. Please do consider if you might be able
to take on this job, or if maybe a gran or granddad might consider it. Church will also need a
treasurer in April. This post is great for someone who might not be able to get involved in
church from a regular worship point of view but who values the church and wants to help. All
posts are voluntary, please have an informal chat with Amma Sue if you want more info

THANK YOU

I wish to express my very grateful thanks to all members of St Mary’s Church. You have
surrounded both Geoff and myself with loving
support and care throughout Geoff’s many illnesses and after his death. It was, and is, a great
comfort.
Also a very big thank you to Amma Sue whose care, support and love has helped us both
throughout a very difficult time
God Bless,

Eileen Peake

Dear Friends,
“Stop the world I want to get off!” – a heartfelt cry that can be found on the lips of all of us
from time to time as life seems to be getting busier and busier. Far from providing the utopian
future of ‘time saving machines’ and ‘paperless
offices’ technology and IT seem rather to
have created even more pressure with instant messaging, emails and texts; while mobile
phones mean that even on holiday there is no escape from the cares and toils of the modern
world. Which is not say that technology has not made much of modern life easier and
healthier but it is the abiding weakness of humanity that inextricably mixed into the benefits
we always manage to find ourselves embroiled in the negative effects which can so often drag
us down in a spiral of ‘busyness.’ And it so often seems that even our leisure time is crammed
full of activities and ‘things to do and see’!
That’s not the biblical view however. It’s interesting to note that in the first Genesis account
of creation [Genesis 1 – 2.3] the first thing God created after
creating humankind was a
Sabbath rest! And it’s notable that a Sabbath rest was included in the Ten Commandments
[Exodus 20. 8-11]. While the Book of
Leviticus legislates for the land to be included and
commands that ever seven years the land should rest [Leviticus 25, 1-7]. Clearly God would
heartily endorse the old saying “All work and no play makes a Jack (and Jill) a dull boy (and
girl)! And while teaching that the Sabbath was made for humankind and not humankind for
the Sabbath [Mark 2,25], Jesus also made sure that he and his disciples took time to rest [e.g.
Mark 6, 31].
St Benedict was concerned that his monks lived a balance life and included in his Rule times
of rest, meditation, worship and work. And even modern psychology is convinced that for
human beings to be both physically and mentally healthy then we all need times of rest and
refreshment. Without times of rest and
refreshment our physical, mental and spiritual life
becomes dry, anxious and depressing.
Now we can’t replicated Joshua’s miracle and make the sun stand still [Joshua 10, 12-13] it is
possible to explore the idea of some “Sabbath” down time; and during 2015 there will be a
monthly opportunity to do that on every second Tuesday of the month at Balderstone Church.
Sister Judith and I will be organising a monthly Silent Space Day, and opportunity to “get off
the world” for a while – well
actually from 10.00am -3.00pm. Beginning with a short
reflection the day is then open to you to do as you please: pray, meditate, read, go for a walk,
even sleep if you want to and closes with a short act of worship! No need to book, just turn up
with your sandwiches! We’ll provide tea, coffee and biscuits and we’re asking for a suggested
donation of £3.00 for the day to cover costs. Each day is stand-alone so you don’t have to
make a monthly commitment just come when you can.
So why not book a little ‘Sabbath rest’ into the diary and come along “to a quiet place…and
rest awhile.”

With blessings

Amma Sue.

Mellor St. Mary C. E. Primary School News
The Autumn Term 2014 will always be remembered for our two very successful SIAMS

and OFSTED Inspections and copies of both reports are available on the school website.
All the children’s Christmas activities carried on throughout this time and I must thank
pupils, staff, parents and governors for their extra outstanding support, hard work and
commitment.
Below is a summary of the findings of the Inspection team:
OFSTED Inspection dates

3–4 December 2014

Overall effectiveness
Previous inspection:
This inspection:
Leadership and management
Behaviour and safety of pupils
Quality of teaching
Achievement of pupils
Early years provision

Good 2
Good 2
Good 2
Outstanding 1
Good 2
Good 2
Good 2

This is a good school.
n Pupils make at least good progress in all classes throughout the school. By the end of
Year 6, they achieve standards in reading, writing and mathematics that are well above
average.
n Teaching is always at least good. Staff know pupils well and have high expectations.
They plan work that stimulates and engages pupils in their learning.
n Each pupils’ progress is carefully checked and any slower progress is quickly and
effectively addressed.
n Teachers and teaching assistants work well together to support the learning of
disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils so that they make good progress.
n Children get a good start to their learning in the Reception class.
n Pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around the school is outstanding. Pupils have excellent
attitudes to learning and are very proud of their school. They get on extremely well with
one another, and there are excellent relationships between pupils and staff.
n Pupils feel completely safe in school, and are cared for very well. They say that
bullying is extremely rare and that currently there is none in their school.
n The curriculum is varied and well balanced, and engages pupils very effectively in their
learning. There is a wide range of enrichment activities.
n Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is excellent. Pupils are very well
prepared for life in modern Britain.
n The school is well led and managed. School leaders, including governors, have a clear
view of how well the school is performing and where it can do better. They have worked
well together to improve the quality of teaching and raise pupils’ achievement.
n Parents are very appreciative and strongly supportive of the school.
It is not yet an outstanding school because
n Expectations of what pupils can achieve are not always high enough, particularly for
the most able. They are not always given work that is hard enough to enable them to
make the best possible progress and reach the highest standards.
n There are limited opportunities for staff to improve their own practice, for example,
by observing outstanding practitioners.
The inspector observed lessons taught by eight teachers, including one observed jointly

with the headteacher. The inspector also visited a school assembly.
n Meetings were held with the headteacher, the early years coordinator, the special
educational needs coordinator and with five governors, including the Chair and vice-chair
of the Governing Body. The inspector also spoke to a representative from the local
authority.
n The inspector met a group of pupils to discuss their views of the school and spoke
informally to other pupils in lessons and during break and lunchtimes.
n The inspector looked at the work pupils were doing in lessons and in their books over
time. He listened to pupils read and talked to them about their enjoyment of reading.
n The inspector observed the work of the school and examined a number of documents.
These included data concerning pupils’ current achievement, development plans and
arrangements to check the performance of staff.
The inspector also looked at records relating to behaviour, attendance and safeguarding.
Minutes of governing body meetings and the school adviser’s reports were also
considered.
n The inspector took account of 29 responses to the online Parent View questionnaire.
He also considered 13 responses to the questionnaires completed by staff for the
inspection.
Children, staff and governors are very pleased with the findings of the Ofsted
Inspection and feel that it reflects their self-evaluation of the school of which we are
all so proud.
School closes for half-term on Friday, 13th February and re-opens on Monday, 23rd
February.
C. L. Taylor

Headteacher

MOTHERS’ UNION
I am most grateful to Geoff Gill for a stimulating and informative talk at our January meeting.
We learnt much about the atom and nuclear power.
We meet in February on the 10th for our Annual General Meeting when we will exchange £1
parcels and sell good-as- new books and bric-a-brac. I hope we can enjoy a 'Jacob's Join'
supper so please bring supper for one to share.
We send our love and best wishes to Roslyn who is now in Clitheroe Hospital and our
sympathy to Eileen and Jenifer whose husbands have recently died.
Margaret Ashton

The Christmas Tree Festival (Part 1 The Idea)
Earlier this year I got the idea of holding a Christmas Tree Festival in church as a fundraising event. It
was a new venture for this church, I know it had been held in many other churches but I thought it was
time 'we had a go' at it.
So with the Social Committee and a small team of helpers we got
together and started sorting it out. This was in October, little did we know how much there would be to
organise, but as usual the organising skills of the parish came to the fore.

Friday evening was a great success with a Mulled Wine & Mince pie event, the Mellor Village Choir
sang and we all had a good evening.
Saturday was well attended by many people and Father Christmas also came to see the trees!
Sunday afternoon was quieter but we finished the weekend with the
annual Nine Lessons & Carols, which was, as usual, very well attended.
Although if we do another of these events I don't think we would do it on the same weekend as
everyone was very busy with so many other things for Christmas, but it did get everyone in that lovely
Christmas mood.
I must thank everyone who helped in any way, either by attending the event, helping with setting up &
clearing up, donating cakes etc and
especially the people who decorated and supplied the trees, as without them, of course, there would not
have been anything to look at!
The weekend raised a magnificent amount of £1124, which for a first time event was marvellous, all
the proceeds went to church upkeep, so a very big thank you to all of you.
Joan Moss

The Christmas Tree Festival (Part 2 The Opening)
Anson , chef patron of the Millstone Hotel and his family, which includes our Rose Queen Millie, his
daughter, kindly agreed to open St Mary's first Christmas Tree Festival. After an opening speech
regarding the mutual support between the Millstone Hotel and St Mary's Church, Faye Bailey and the
Mellor Singing Group entertained everyone with their choral and solo performances of Christmas
songs and carols. Thank you to them for all the time they gave to rehearsing for our enjoyment.
Thank you, too, to the various businesses and church organisations for sponsoring and displaying their
Christmas trees. There were some very imaginatively decorated trees on view and their fairy lights
appreciably contributed to a friendly and welcoming background for the Carol Service and the other
celebrations occurring over the main Christmas period.
Thank you also to Marian Hunt and her team for supplying and serving mince pies and mulled wine
which helped to warm-up everyone on a cold and wet winter's night.
Ann Minoprio

The Christmas Tree Festival (Part 3 During)
During the Saturday of the festival, the Narthex café was buzzing. Hot home made soup, tasty toasted
sandwiches, delicious cakes and a fantastic family
atmosphere. Excited children running around,
gazing up towards the twinkling artistic creations. A great big thank you to all the busy contributors; St
Mary’s has never been so ‘child friendly.
The icing on the cake, or perhaps ‘the star on the top of the tree’ was when Father Christmas arrived
on his fairy light lit bicycle! Charlotte and Ruby observed his
unorthodox entrance absolutely
amazed. Both children questioning him about his sleigh! He convinced them that Rudolph was having
a rest.
Later Ruby explained, Father Christmas needs the exercise due to too many mince pies! Oh, how we
love the innocence of children and the magic of Christmas.
Thank you Joan for your inspiration, over £1,100 was raised during this festive weekend.
Helen Holroyd.

A Christingle Thank You

Thanks to everyone who attended and helped at this wonderful service. The
grand sum of £266 was raised and this money will help disadvantaged children
here in the North West through the work of The Children’s Society.

Recycled Cards
During 2014 we were able to make the following donations
to various charitable causes.
January

St Mary’s Church new Vacuum Cleaner
St Mary’s Church Lamps for Narthex

June

FOSMS @ St Mary’s School

August

East Lancs Hospice
Diabetes UK
Orchid Men’s Cancer Charity
Shine Ovarian Cancer Charity

September

November

Mothers’ Union Harvest Appeal for Rwanda
McMillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning

£100
£200
£20
£25
£25
£25
£25
£10
£20

St Mary’s Church Autumn Fayre
Prize Draw First Prize
£100
St Mary’s Church Autumn Fayre
Donation from sales of cards
£34
St Mary’s Church
Proceeds from stall at Autumn Fayre £354.50

December

St Mary’s School Children in Need Appeal
British Heart Foundation (Proceeds from
Millstone Christmas Market)
Hospice at Home Charity
(In memory of Geoff Peake)
Dr George (Cleft Palate NW, India)

£20
£50
£50
£100

This makes a total for the year of £1158.50,
and a grand total to date of £6541.23
Thank you to everyone who has supported us over the years, either by buying our cards,
or giving us cards to recycle. We couldn’t do it without you!
The Card Ladies

LITTLE ANGELS

On 27th January we thought about 'Light' and enjoyed flashing torches and singing 'This
Little Light of Mine' as Candlemas is on 2nd February..
We will meet at 2.15pm in the Narthex on Tuesday, 24th February
when we will be thinking about 'Growing' especially daffodils for

St David's Day, 1st March.
Looking forward to seeing you all.
Margaret, Rita, Hilda and Gillian

MELLOR BABY & TODDLER GROUP
It was so nice to see children from past and present with their parents and
grandparents at our party on 16th January where we celebrated 7 successful years of
our group.
I would like to thank everyone who has supported me over the last 7 years and I’m sure
we will all keep in touch (probably in the playground!). Obviously there is a cupboard full
of toys that now need disposing of, therefore there will be a Toy Sale on Saturday 7th
February as part of the coffee morning to raise funds for the East Lancashire Hospice.
Thank you
Karen Walsh

???? The Village Quiz ????
The Quiz will be held on

Friday 13th February
in the School, starting at 7.30 prompt.
Tickets are £6.50 each
and include a Meat-and-Potato Pie Supper.
There will be a bar; soft drinks will also be available.
Quizmaster this year is Reverend Roland.
Tickets will have to be limited due to the space available, so start arranging your teams of 4
people, and come along and enjoy what promises to be a great evening.
All proceeds from the evening will go to Church.
Tickets are available from:Jean Freeman 01254 812366 Debbie Summersgill 01254 813559
Rita Gorman 01254 812566 Alan Smith 01254 672774

“A Very Happy February Birthday”
February birthdays from the Baptism, Sunday School and Youth Fellowship
registers are:
1st
Summersgill
1st
Robinson
2nd
3rd
7th
Chadwick
17th

Isabel Patterson

19th

Zoe

Paige Varey

19th

Mason

26th

Amelia Dobson
Andrew Lucas
James

Jay Venables
Alfie Wallace
Dylan Kay
Megan Pilkington

22nd
25th

26th

Do you have a Special Birthday coming up?
Would you like us to mention

Elspeth Ambler

it in the Church magazine? Please let us know.

Sunday School News
1st
8th
15th
22nd
1st

February – in church, school anniversary service
February – in school
February – in church. Parish All Age Worship
February – no Sunday School
March – in school
Prizegiving

It was great to see all our families in church for prizegiving. We hope that you
enjoy your gifts which are presented to you from everyone in the church
congregation, just to tell you we think you are a very important part of our
church.

Important Information to make a note of from
Mellor and Mellor Brook Neighbourhood Police Team
PC 697 Lee Forshaw
PC 2833 Wendy Waterhouse
PCSO 7721 Ragen
To contact the police there are several numbers.
For emergencies call 999
For less urgent instances call 101
To leave a message for any of the Neighbourhood Police Team,
call 01200 458766.
Please note that messages are only checked during office hours.
When should I use 101?
You should call 101 to report crime and other concerns
that do not require an emergency response.
For example, if:
•Your car has been stolen
•Your property has been damaged
•You suspect drug use or dealing in your neighbourhood
Or to:
•Report a minor traffic collision
•Give the police information about crime in your area
•Speak to the police about a general enquiry
You should always call 999 when it is an emergency, such as when a crime is in progress,
someone suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life or when violence is
being used or threatened.

What about nuisance or environmental issues?
You should contact your local council about general issues in your area like:
•Dog fouling
•Abandoned vehicles
•Dumping and fly tipping
•Vandalism of public property

Botshabelo Orphanage in Johannesburg
During my recent stay in Johannesburg I was privileged to visit the Babies'
Botshabelo Orphanage.

Centre at

There were 14 babies ranging in age from 2 weeks to 2 years 3 months all being looked after
by two young African women. Three newly born babies had been brought in during the
Christmas period - all unwanted and given for adoption.
Nine of the babies were lying together on a blanket outside in the shade whilst the 'mums'
were feeding them with bottles of formula - of course, I was soon down amongst them! It
was wonderful to cuddle the babies and gaze at their beautiful faces but at the same time feel
an overwhelming sadness. However, these little ones were the lucky ones as they were cared
for, clean and well fed as they waited for someone to adopt them. It was explained to me that
the children could go to Europe, Scandinavia - anywhere in the world - except USA and UK which means that Madonna can't have one . . .and neither can I !
The purpose of my visit was to deliver items of clothing made by Joan Hak - intended for the
children at Montgomery Heights in Zimbabwe ( the place I visited last year), but as a visit
wasn't possible this year - Botshabelo benefited. Also, a donation of cash given by two kind
friends in Mellor was gratefully received as well as fruit and treats. Thank you! - - - Please
see email below!
Unfortunately, but understandingly, I was not allowed to take any photographs of the children
but I treasure the memories of their smiling faces and the few hours I spent with African
'Little Angels'.
Rita Gorman
PS Please take a look at the Web Site
www.botshabelo.co.za
www.facebook.com/botshabelomidrand
Below is the copy of the e-mail from the orphanage.
Dear Rita,
We at Botshabelo would just like to thank you for your donation of baby stuff. We are really
grateful for your support and generosity!! Thanks for enabling us to provide the best for our
children!
Hope you have a great day!
Regards,
Faffy (Tafadzwa Nenji)
On Behalf of Botshabelo

COFFEE MORNING AND TOY SALE
TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE EAST

LANCASHIRE HOSPICE
Saturday 7th February
From 10am onwards
St. Mary’s Court Community Centre
Cake stall, Toy stall and Raffle

Please come along and support our local hospice
Organised by Joan Venables and Karen Walsh

Fairtrade
Fairtrade Fortnight is coming - 23 February - 8 March 2015!

TEA
Nothing like a cup of tea to kick-start your day.
But there’s just not enough going back to the millions of farmers
and workers who depend on tea for a living.
Buying Fairtrade can help improve wages and puts investment
Into tea-growing communities.
In 2012 over £3.5m in Fairtrade Premium was paid to
smallholders and workers on Fairtrade-certified estates – money that
was used to improve living and working conditions.
Fairtrade standards for plantations also help to regulate wages, health
and safety standards and prevent child and forced labour.And Fairtrade
is part of the Ethical Tea Partnership which is working to make the long
term future of the tea industry sustainable, so you never have to go
without your daily cuppa.
We shall be up and running on Sunday, 1st March - before and after the Morning
Service.
Please come and support us
The Fairtrade Team

Readers for February
February 1
10.30

6.30
February 8

4th Sunday of Epiphany – Candlemas
M Baldwin
Malachi 3: 1-5
M Woodward Hebrews 2: 14-end
Celebrant
Luke 2: 22-40
S Dobson
G Tipper

1 Samuel 1: 19b-end
Hebrews 4: 11-end

2nd Sunday before Lent

10.30

S Gill
A Smith
Celebrant

Hosea 2: 14-20
2 Corinthians 3: 1b-6
Mark 2: 13-22

6.30

B Lucas

Hosea 2: 14-20

N Walsh
February 15
10.30

6.30
February 22
10.30

6.30

March 1

2 Corinthians 3: 1b-6

Sunday next before Lent
All Age Worship
Sunday School Deuteronomy 5: 12-15
2 Corinthians 4: 5-12
Celebrant
Mark 2: 23 – 3: 6
S Nelson
M Watson

1 Kings 19: 1-16
2 Peter 1: 16-end

First Sunday of Lent
D Summersgill Genesis 9: 8-17
R Jones
1 Peter 3: 18-22
Celebrant
Mark 1: 9-15
G Gill
N Hogg
Celebrant

Genesis 9: 8-17
1 Peter 3: 18-22
Mark 1: 9-15

Second Sunday of Lent

10.30

6.30

P Jackson
C Redwood
Celebrant

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16
Romans 4: 13-end
Mark 8: 31-end

M Riley
S Brindle

Genesis 12: 1-9
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16
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